BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation )
Against: )
)
) ) |
Ronald S. Batin, M.D. ) Case No. 800-2016-027807
) .
Physician's and Surgeon's )
Certificate No. G 77080 C)
. )
Respondent )
)
DECISION

. The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted as the
Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs,
State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.-m. on April 4, 2019.

IT IS SO ORDERED: March 5, 2019.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

(et 7By sz
_ Ronald M. Lewis,€hair )
Panel A
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) Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certlﬁcate No. G 77080

1| XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of Cahforma

* STEVEN D. MUNI
{| Supervising Deputy Attorney General

MEGAN R. O"CARROLL

Deputy ‘Attorney General

State Bar No, 215479 y
California Depattment of Justice

| 1300 I Street, Suite 125
.|| P.O. Box 944255

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550
“Telephone: (916) 210-7543
' Facsnmle (916) 327-2247"

, Attorneys for Compla_mant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF. CALIFORNIA o

. In the Matter of the Aceusétion Against: . | Case No. 800-2016-027807

RONALD S. BATIN, M.D. | OAH No. 2018050141 -
6480 Pentz Road, # C

Paradise, CA 95969 - - | STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
DISCIPLINARY ORDER . .

Respondent

- ITIS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the partles to the above-

entltled proceedmgs that the following matters are true;

PARTIES a

- 1. Kimberly Klrchmeyer (“Complamant”) is the Executive Ditector of the Medical

Board of Cahforma (“Board”). She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is

represented in this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of Cahforma, by

‘Megan R, O'Carroll, Deputy Attorney General .

Iy

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-027807)
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',by attorney Mlchael Gallert whose address is: 1600 Humboldt Road Suite 1, Chico, CA 95928 _

| the charges brought in Accusatron No. 800-201 6—027807 and will explre on April 30 2019

" unless renewed.

1 pendmg against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorrly requrred documents were

i

.fully drscussed with counsel and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and

"Drscrplmary Otder,
the w1tnesses against h1m the tight to present evrdence and to testrfy on hls own bchalf the rrght
to the i 1ssuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the productton of

rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other apphcable laws.

s

2 Respondent Ronald S. Batin, M. D. (“Respondent”) is represented in this proceedrng

3. - Onorabout July 15, 1993, the Board issued Phys1cran s and Surgeon’s Cettificate .
No. G 77080 to Respondent That Certlﬁcate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to -

| JURISDICTION
4. Accusation No 800-2016 027807 was ﬁled before the Board and is currently

properly served on Respondent on April 16, 2018, Respondent trmely filed hrs Notxce of Defense .
contestmg the Accusation. | ' ‘ |
5. A copy of Accusatlon No 800 2016 027807 is attached as exhrbrt A and mcorporated

herein by reference

6. Respondent has carefully read fully dxscussed w:th counsel, and understands the

charges and allegatrons in Accusatton No. 800- 2016-027807. ReSpondent has- also earefully read '

7. Respondent is fully aware of his legal nghts in this matter, mcludmg the r1ght toa

hearmg ‘on the charges and allegatrons in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
doeuments, the rrght to reconsrderatlon and court review of an adverse decrslon, and all other
8. ReSpondent voluntarily, knowmgly, and 1nte111gently waives and glves up each and -

every right set forth above
111

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-027807)



IS I N R R N T R e S v S U
.gg_g.&)_pu.NHO«\ow\_)Ch-Ur-h»wN»—-O

—_ :

== RN B R T S P R O

CULPABILITY

9. Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations in Accusation

No. 800-2016-027 807 if proven at a hearrng, consntute cause for i 1mposmg drscrphne upon his _

| Phys1crans and Surgeon s Certlﬁoate

10.  For the putpose of resolving the Accusation without the expense and uncertainty of | |

,further proceedings, Respondent agrees that ata hearing, Complai’nant could establis'h a factual

' basis for the charges in the Accusation, and that Respondent hereby gives up his right to contest

those charges :

1L Respondent agrees that if he ever petitrons for early terrnmatron or modification of

' probatlon or if an accusation and/or petmon to revoke probatlon is filed agamst him, before the
|| Medical Boatd of Cahforma all of the charges and allegat1ons contamed in Accusation No 800-
-2016-027807 shall be deemed true correct and fully admitted by Respondent for purposes of that |

- proceedmg ot any other hcensmg proceedmg mvolvmg Respondent in the State of California.

12, Respondent agrees that his Physician’s and Surgeon s Certificate is subject to

.dxsorphne and he agrees to be ‘bound by the Board's probatronary terms as set forth in the

»‘Drsclphnary Order below,

‘ - CONTINGENCY o
13, Thrs strpulanon shall be subject to approval by the Med1cal Board of Cahfomra

, ,'Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complalnant and the staff of the Medrcal

‘Board of Cahforma may communicate dlrectly with the Board regardmg th1s st1pu1atlon and

settlement wrthout nonce 16 or part1c1pat10n by Respondent or his counsel By s1gnmg the

.‘stlpulanon, Respondent understands and agrees that he may not wrthdraw his agreernent orseek |~
1o rescmd the strpulatron prior to the time the Board cons1ders atd acts upon it, If the Board faxls .
to adopt this strpulatron as its Decision and Order, the Stxpulated Settlement and D1scrplmary |
AOrder shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph it shall be 1nadm1ssrb1e in any legal .
-. action between the parties, and the Board shall not be dlsquallﬁed from further action by hang
| consrdered this matter | '

g 11771

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-027807)
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14 The partres undetstand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facs1m11e :

,'copres of th1s Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, ificluding PDF and facsrmrle

| 'srgnatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.

15 In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the partles agree that -

“the Board may, without further notice or formal proceedmg, 1ssue and enter the followrng

Drsclplmary Order

DISCIPLINARY ORDER

ITIS I-IEREBY ORDERED that Physician"’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 77080

| issued to Respondent Ronald S. Batm M.D. is revoked However, the revocatron is stayed and

Respondent is placed on probatlon for three (3) years on the following terms and conditions,
1. ALCOHOL - ABSTAIN FROM USE Respondent shall abstam completely from the :

use of products ot beverages containing alcohol

\ If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fluid test for alcohol, Respondent shall

Treceive a notification from the Board o its des-i-gnee to. immediat-ely cease the practice of
‘medicine. -The Respondent shall not resume the praotrce of medrcme until the final decision on an
' accusatron and/or a petition to revoke probatron is effective. An accusatron and/or petition to
revoke proba’aon shall be filed by the Board wrthm 30 days. of the not1ﬁcat1on to cease practice.

" If the Respondent requests a hearing on the acousation and/or petrtron to revoke probatron the

Board shall provide the Respondent with aheanng wrthm 30 days of the request, unless the

Respondent stipulates to a later hearrng the case is heard by an Admrnrstratwe Law Judge alone,

| he or - she shall forward a Proposed Decision to the Board within 15 days of submission of the - '

matter. -Within 15 days of receipt by the Board of the Administrative Law Judge’s proposed

}decrsron the Board shall issue its Decision, unless good cause can be shown for the delay. If the

-case is heard by the Board the Board shall issue its decrsron within 15 days of subrmssron of the

case, unless good cause can be shown for the-delay. Good cause mcludes, but is not limited to, .'

non-adoption of the proposed decision, requests fot reconsideration, retnands and other

) mterlocutory ordes issued by the Board. The cessatron of practice shall not apply to the

reductton of the probatronary time period.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-027807) . | -
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If the Board does not file an accusation or 'petitlon to revoke probation within 30 days of the

| issuance of the notification to cease practice or does not provide Respondent with a hearlng

| within 30 days of such a request the notification of céase practice shall be dissolved. -

- 2. BIOLOGICAL FLUID TESTING. Respondent shall 1mrned1ately submit to

brologrcal ﬂurd testmg, at Respondent's expense upon request of the Board or its designee.

“Brologrcal fluid testrng”, may include, but is not limited to, urine, blood, breathalyzer, hair

" follicle testing, or similar drug screening approved by the Board ot its desrgnee Prior to

practrclng medrcme, Respondent shall contract thh a laboratory or service approved in advance

by the Board or its desrgnee that will conduet randorn, unannounced, observed, biological ﬂurd

‘testing, The contract shall requlre results of the tests to be transmitted by the laboratory or

service drrectly to the Board or its designee within four hours of the results becommg available,

1| Respondent ,shall maintain this laboratory or service contract during the period of probation.

A certified copy of any laboratory test result may be received in evidence in any

proceedrngs between the Board and Respondent:

If Respondent fails to cooperate in a randOrn biological fluid testing program within the

",speolﬁed time frame, Respondent shall receive a notrﬁcatron from the Board or its designee to

| . 1mmed1ately cease the practrce of medicine. The Responderit shall not resume the practroe of

medicine unt11 the. ﬁnal decision on an accusation and/or a petrtron to revoke probation is

',effectlve An acousation and/or petrtron to revoke probatron shall be filed by the Board within 30 '
; days of the notification to cease practice. If the Respondent requests a hearrng on the accusa’non
.and/or petrtron to revoke probatron the Board shall prowde the Respendent with a hearmg wrthrn :
- 30 days of the request unless the Respondent strpulates to a later- hearrng If the case is heard by
| an Administrative Law Judge alone, he or she shall forward a Proposed Decision to the Board .

~ within 15 ‘days of submission of the matter. Within 15 days of receipt by the Board of the .

Admmrstratwe Law Judge's proposed decision, the Board shall issue its Decision, unless good

-cause can be shown for the delay. If the case is heard by the Board ‘the Board shall issue its i

decrslon W1th1n 15-days of submission of the case, unless good cause can be shown for the delay

Good cause includes, but is not limited to, non-adoption of the proposed decision, requests for .'

5

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-027807)




Rl - R VT N PO

10
11
12

13
~ 14

15

16
17

18

19

20
21

27

23

24 |

25
26
27
28

recons1deratlon, remands and other mterlocutory orders issued by the Board. The cessation of

- practice shall not apply to the reduction of the probationary time per1od

-~ If the Board does not file an accusation or petrtxon to revoke probat1on W1th1n 15 days of the

1ssuance of the notification to cease practice or does not provxde Respondent with a hearing

. within 30 days of such a request, the notification of cease practice shall be dlSSOlVed

3. * PROFESSIONALISM PROGRAM (ETHICS COURSE), Wlthln 60 calendar days of

the effectlve date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll ina professronahsrn program, that '
{, meets the reqmrements of Title 16, California Code of Regulations (CCR) section 1358.1.

1 Respondent shall partxc1pate in and successfully complete that program. Respondent shall

prov1de any information and documents that the program may deein pertinent. Respondent shall -

" successfully complete the classroom component of the  program not later than six (6) months after
" Respondent’s 1mt1a1 enrollment and the longltudmal component of the program not later than the
- time specrﬁed by the program, but no later than one (1) year aftet attending the classroom
“component., The professronahsm program shall be at Respondent s expense and shall be in

- addition to the Continuing Medical Education (CME) requlrernents for rénewal of licensure.

A professronahsm program taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the

Accusatxon, but prior to the effectwe date of the Decrsron may, in the sole drscretlon of the Board

o 1ts des1gnee, be accepted towards the fulﬁllment of thrs conditior if the program would have -

been approved by the Board or its designee had the program been taken after the effective date of '

this Decrsron

Respondent shall submrt a cert1ﬁcatron of successful completron to.the Board or its
desrgnee not later than 15 calendar days after successfully completrng the program or not later

than 15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision, whichever is later.

| BSYCHOTLIERAP Within 60 calendar days of the effectrve date of this Decrsmn,

| Respondent shall submit to the Board or its desrgnee for prior approval the name and

qualifications of a California-licensed board certified psychiatrist or a licensed psychologist who

hasa doctoral degree in ‘p'syc‘holog'y and at least five years of postgraduate experience in the

' diagnosis and treatment of emotional and mental disorders, Upon approx_/'al,'Respondent shall

- 6 .

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-201 6,-027807)



ooQo\u.‘.h.qu

\O

10
11 |
12|

13

14
15 |

16

18

19

20

21
22 |

23
24
25

26 |

27
28

17 #

undergo and continue psychotherapy treatment, mcludmg any modlﬁcatrons to the frequency of |
psychotherapy, untﬂ the Board or its desrgnee deems that no further psychotherapy is necessary

The psychotheraptst shall consider any mformatron provided by the Board or its designee

' and any other 1nfor1nat10n the psychotheraprst deems relevant and shall furnish a wntten

evaluatlon report to the Board or its designee. Respondent shall cooperate in provxdmg the

psychotheraplst with any information and documents that the psychotherapxst may deem

: pertment

Respondent shall have the treating psyehotheraprst submmit quarterly status reports tothe

Board ot its desrgnee The Board or its desrgnee may require Respondent to undergo. psyclnatrrc |

_"evaluatlons by & Board- -appointed board certified psychtatnst If, prior to the completlon of

probatron Respondent is found to be mentally unfit to resurie the practlce of medlcme without -

_restrtctrons, the Boatd shall retain continuing Junsdrctron over Respondent s license and the
.'per1od of probatlon shall be extended until the Board-determines that Respondent is mentally fi t

to resume the practxce of medrcme without restnctrons

Respondent shall pay the cost of all psychotherapy and 'psychiatrie evaluations _
5. NQTIFICATIO Wrthrn seven (7) days of the effective date of this Decrsron the .

Respondent shall provide a true copy of this Decision and Accusatron to the Chref of Staff or the

Chief Executrve Officer at every hospital whete privileges or membershlp are extended to
A'Respondent at any other facility where ReSpondent engages in the practice of medicine,
including all physician and 1ocum tenens registries or other snnllar agencres, and to the Chief

_ Executlve Officer at every insurance carrier which- extends malpractice insurance coverage to
‘,Respondent-. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its des1gnee within 15_ ,

“calendar days.

Thrs condmon shall apply to any change(s) in hospxtals, other facrhtxes or msurance catrier. |

6. SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS AND ADVANCED PRACTICE®

URSE . During probatron Respondent is prohrblted from supervxsmg physician assrstants and '

advanced practice nurses.

1]

" STIPULATED SEBTTLEMENT (800-2016-027807)
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7. BEY ALL LAWS. Respondent shall obey all federal state and local laws, all rules :

governing the practice of medicine in California and remain in full comphance w1th any court -

ordered criminal probatlon payments, and other orders.

8,  QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS. Respondent shall submit quarterly declaratlons

| under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been

' compliance with all the condrtrons of probation.

Respondent shall submit quarterly declaratrons not later than 10 calendar days after the end

“of the precedlng quarter.

9. GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENT§

- Respondent shall-comply with the Board’s probati.on unit.

, 'A'-ddress Changes
Respondent shall, at all times keep the Board informed of Respondent"s business and -

| res1dence addresses, emall address (if ava1lable), and telephone number, Changes ¢ of such
‘ addresses shall be immediately commumcated in writing to the Board orits desrgnee Under 10
circumstatices.shall a post ofﬁce box serve as an address of record except as allowed by Busmess

-and Professmns Code section 202l(b)

Place of Practice . . ' - o s

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place -

._,'of resrdence unless the pat1ent resides in a skilled nursmg facility or other S1m11ar lrcensed

| facrhty

License Benewal

' Respondent shall mamtarn a eurrent and renewed California physwran s and surgeon s -

' lrcense

Travel or Res1dence Outside California

Respondent shall 1rnrned1ately inform the Board_or its designee, in writing, of travel to any .

“areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty |.

8 A .
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-201 6-02780’7)
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- (30) calendar days.

-Respondent shall notify. the Board or its des1gnee in wrttlng 30 calendar days prxor to the dates of

| departure and return.

| avatlable in petson upon request for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the

. probation um-t ofﬁce, with or without prior notxee-throughout the term of probanon

30 calendar days and W1th1n 15 calendar days of Respondent’s return to practice. Non—practlce is
defined as any penod of time Respondent is not practtcmg medicitie as deﬁned in Busmess and
Professions- Code sections 2051 and 2052 for at least 40 hours in a calendar month in direct:
_'-patlent care, chmcal activity or teaehing, or other ,aotiviity as approved by'the Boatd. If

I Resprnde_xi;t resides in California and is considered to be in non-practice, Re'sp-ondent shall
program which has been approved by the Board ot its des1gnee shall not be cons1dered non-

' practlce and does not relieve Respondent from complying with all the terfns and cond1t1ons of
- considered non-practxce A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall nof be considered as a-

| period of non-ptactice.

“months, Respondent shall successfully complete the Federation of State Medical Boards’s Spec1al

‘Disciplinary Orders and Disciplinary Guidelines” prior to resuming ‘the practice of medicine,

In the event Respondent should leave the State of Callfom1a to reside or to practice,

10, INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD ORITS DESIGNEE Respondent shall be

11. NON-PRACT CE WHILE O ROBATION Respondent shall notify the Board or |

its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practice lastmg mote than

comply with all"terms and conditions of probation. All time spent in an intensive training

probat1on Practtcmg medicine in another state of the Umted States ot Federal Junsd1ct1on whxle '

on probation W1th the medical licensing. authorlty of that state or Jurlsdwtxon shall not be

In the event Respondent’s penod of non-practlce while on probatlon exceeds 18 calendar

Purpose Exammanon or, at the Board’s dlscretlon, a clinical competence assessment program -

that meets the oriteria of Condttxon 18 of the current yersxon of the Board’ “Manual of Model -

. Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years.
Periods of non-practice will not 'a'pply to the reduction of the probationary term.

9

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-027807) |
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Periods of non-practice for a Respondent residing outside of California will relieve

Respondent of the responsrbrhty to comply with the probatlonary terms and conditions with the

exception.of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws

General Probatron Requlrements Quarterly Declaratrons; Abstain from the Use of Alcohol and/or | |

‘ Controlled Substances and Biological Fluid Testmg

- 12, . COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial -

obhgatrons (e.g., testitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the:

completron of probation. Upon successful completlon of probatron, Respondent’s certrﬁcate shall

| be fully restored

13." VIQLATION OF PROBATION. Farlure to fully oomply with any term or condmon L

of probatron is a violation of probation. If Respondent violates probation in any respect, the

.'Board after g1v1ng Respondent notice and the opportumty to be heard, may revoke probatron and

cany out the drsciphnary order that was stayed. If an Aceusatron, or Petition to Revoke Probatron o

or an Interim Suspenston Order is filed against ReSpondent during probation, the Board shall have

.'contrnmng Jurrsdlctxon unt11 the matter is final, and the perrod of probatron shall be extended until

the matter is ﬁnal

IQEL} SE SURRENDER. Followrng the effective date of this Decision, if

Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons or is otherwise u_nable to. satisfy.

the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her license.

T

- The Board reserves the right to’evaluate Respondent’s request and to exercise its discretion in .

| determmrng whether or fiot to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed appropnate _

and reasonable under the crrcumstances Upon formal acceptartce of the surrender ‘Respondent -
shall wrthrn 15 calendar days dehverRespondent’s wallet.and wall certrﬁ-cate to the Board or 1t_s

designee and Respondent shall no longer practice med.icine Respondent will no longer be subj'eet

“to the terrns and condrtlons of probation.. If Respondent re-applies for a medtcal hcense the

apphcatron shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate,

15, PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated

. With'probation monitoring each and every year of Iprobation, as designated by the Board, which

10 _ :
* STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-027807)
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' hiay be adjusted on an annual basi'e. Such costs shall be p»ayeble to the Medical Board of

California and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar

| year.

_ | ACCEPTANC ‘
I have carefully read the above Stipulated- Settlement and Dlscxplmary Order and have fully A_ .

: dlscussed it w1th my attomey, Michae] Gallert. Iunderstand the stipulation and the effect it wﬂl '
| have on my Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certlﬁcate I enter into thts Stlpulated Settlement and

| Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and mtelhgently, and agree to be bound by the

| Decision and Order of the Medical Bgi—ofﬁﬁ@a %‘/‘ ;
- DATED: N/; 7/ .. — ' .
. Y . ) -

RONALD S, BATIN, M D
Respondent

L have read and fully dlscussed W1th Respondent Ronald S. Batin, M. D. the terms and

I conditions and other matters contalned in the above Stxpulated Settlement and Drscxplmary Order.

‘T approve its form and content,

DATED: '-12./245‘// g - vﬂé// %
o ¢ P Michael Gallert -
Attorney Jor Respondent

ENDORSEMENT
The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and D1scxphnary Ordet is hereby respectfully

.._.'submltted for consideration by the Medical Board of Cahfomla

4

Dated: /2 -2K- /R - ~ . Respectfully submitted,

- XAVIER BECERRA -
‘Attorney General of California -
-~ STEVEND.MuNt
. Supervising Deputy Attorney General

s %M

MEGANR. O'CARROLL -
“Deputy Attottiey General
Attorneys for Complainant

SA2018300319

11 . o _
' STIPULATED SETTLEMENT {(800-2016-027807)
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~ Attorney General of California

- Physiciah’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 77080,

. FILED -
~ STATE OF CALIFORNIA

'"XAVIER BECERRA R ~ MEDICAL BOARD OF CALlFORNl%

ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
MEGAN R. O’ CARROLL

‘Deputy Attorney General
-State Bar No. 215479

California Department of Justlce
1300 I Street, Suite 125

P.0. Box 944255 '
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550

- Telephone: (916) 210-7543
.. Facsimile: (916) 327-2247

‘ Atto_rneys Sfor Complaznqnt

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD.OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 In the Matter of the Accusation Against: : | C_ase No. 800-201 6-‘02_78.07

" Ronald S. Batin, M.D. | " |ACCUSATION .

6480 Pentz Road, # C
Paradise, CA 95969 -

Respondent.

Complainant alleges:
. A _ PARTIES ' _
1. - Kimberly Kirchmeyer (“Cotplainant”) brings this Accusation solely in her ofﬁciai

.capac1ty as the Executive Dlrector of the Medlcal Board of Cahforma Department of Consumer

.Affalrs (“Board”)

2. . On or about July 15, 1993, the Medical Board issued Physician’s and .Surgeon’s
Certlﬁcate Number G 77080 to Ronald S. Batin, M.D. (“Respondent”) That Cert1ﬁcate was 1n

: Tull force and effect at all times relevant to the eharges brought herem and will exp1re on April 30

2019, unless renewed,

A

1

(RONALD S. BATIN, M.D.) ACCUSATION NO, 800-2016-027807 - '
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J URISDICTION _
3. Th1s Accusation is brought before the Board, under the author1ty of the followmg
Iaws All sect1on references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherw1se indicated.

4, Sect1on 2227 of the Code prov1des in pertlnent part, that a licensee who is found

' gullty under the Medwal Practlce Act may have lns ot her license revoked suspended fora perlod

not to exceed one year placed on probation and requlred to pay the costs of probation monrtorlng, |

|- or such other action taken in relatlon to discipline as the Board deems propet.

5. .‘ Section 2234 of the Code, states | in pertment- part:
“The board shall take action against any Iieensee who is charged with unprofessional

conduct. In addition to-other proyisions of this article, unprofessional conduct includes, but is not

limited to, the following:

“(ay Vlolatlng or attemptmg to violate, d1rectly or 1nd1reet1y, as51st1ng in ot abettlng the
violation of] or conspmng to violate any prov151on of th1s chapter. |
“’. 3
6. Section 2236 of the Code states in pertinent part: .

“(a) The conv1ct1on of any offense substant1a11y related to the quaIlﬁca‘uons funct1ons or

‘duties of a physician and surgeon constitutes unprofess1onal conduct within the meamng of thlS :

chapter. _The record of conviction shall be conclus1ve,ev1dence only of the fact that the conviction|
occurred. |

~ “(b) The district attorney, city attorney, or other prosecutlng ageney shall notify the

Division of Medical Quality! of the pendency of an action agamst a licensee charging a felony or
rn_1sdemeanor immediately upon obtaining information that the defendant is a licensee. The
notice shall identify the licensee and describe the_crimes charged and the facts alleged. The

| prosecuting agency shall also notify the clerk of the court in which the action is pending :that ~

| The Division of Medical Quality is deemed to refer to the Board (Cal Bus. & Prof.
: Code § 2002.) ,
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the defendant is a licensee, -and the cletk shall record prominently in the file that the defendant

holds a license as a physician and surgeon.

“(c) ‘_’l"he clerk of the court in which a licensee is convicted of a crime 's"hall,' within 48 hours|
after the conviction, transmit a certified copy of the record of conviction to the board. The

division may inquire into the circurnstances's-urrounding the commission of a crime in order to fix

the degree of discipline or to determine if the conviction is of an offense substantially related to-

the qual1ﬁcat10ns, functions or duties ofa physwlan and surgeon.

“(d) A plea or verdict of guilty or a conv1ct10n after a plea of nolo contendere is deemed to

‘be a conviction within the meaning of this section and Section 2236.1. The record of conv1ct1on

shall be -conoluswe evidence of the fact that the conviction occurred.” -
7..  Section 2239 of the Code states, in pertinent part:

“(a) The use ot prescribing for or adrrlinisterin-g to himself or herself of any controlled

.substance or the use of any of the dangerous drugs specified in Section 4022, or- of alcohohc
beverages, to the extent, or in such a manner as to be dangerous or injurious to the licensee, or to
-any other person or to the pubhc, or to the extent that such use impairs the ability of the'licensee ‘

| to practice medicine safely or more than one misdemeanor or any felony involving the use,

consumption, or self-administration of any of the substandes referred to in this section or any

eomb1nat1on thereof, constitutes unprofessmnal conduct The record of the conv1ct10n is

conclus1ve evidence of such unprofessmnal conduct,

| “(b) A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction followmg a plea of nolo contendere is

,deemed to be a conviction within the meaning of this section: The D1v1s1on of Medlcal Quahty

may order d1501p11ne of the licensee in accordance with Section 2227 or t_he Division of Medical

Quality may order the denial of the license when the time for appeal has elapsed or the j,udgment

of conviction has been affirmed on appeal or when-an order granting probation is made

suspending imposition of sentence, itrespective of a subsequent order under the provisions of

Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing such person to withdraw his or her plea of ‘guilt‘y and
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to enter a plea of not guilty, ot setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation,

complaint, information, or indictment.”
FACTS
8. Onor about October 22, 2016, at .approximatel_y 10:00 p.m., Respondent 'and. his then

'wife Conﬁdential Witness 1, (“C.1.”)? were driving home from a wedding they had been

attendmg in Butte County. C.1. drove her husband because she observed that Respondent

appeared to be 1ntox1cated from hav1ng consumed alcohol at the party. C.1.”s two fr1ends were’

‘driving another vehicle 1m_med1ately behind Respondent and C.1. Durmg the drive, Respondent

and C. l.'were-argui‘ng about relationship problems they had been experiencing recently, and

Respondent stated that he no longer wanted to live.

9. When they arrived at Respondent’s residence, he exited the vehicle and began

pounding and kicking on a door to the house in an agitated matter., C.1. remained by the car

vsearchlng for her cellphone Respondent continued to be agitated, yelhng and swearmg atC.1..

‘He then returned to the vehicle and retrieved a green bag in the backseat contamlng a handgun.’

Respondent had been issued a concealed carry permit and frequently brought the green bag Wlth_

the loaded handgun inside with .him when he left his house. C.1. was near the front seat driver

: .'s1de of the car and her two frrends were near the rear of the car. Respondent pulled h1s handgun. -

from the green bag and pointed it at the two friends. C.1. approached Respondent and tr1ed to
reach for the handgun to stop Respondent from pointing it at her friends. Respondent then

“pointed the handgun at het.

10. ‘. Respondent stated to C.1., “get the fuck out of my life.” Respondent and C.1.

continued to argue. During the argument, Respondentpointed the handgun toward the tires of the

‘other vehicle as if he was going to shoot the tires. At that point, one of C. 1.’s friends hid around

the other side of Respondent’s vehicle. C.1. told one of her friends to dial 911. As the friends

were calling the‘poli'ce, Respondent went into the residence, which set off the house alarm. C. 1.

-entered the residence to obtain her contact lens solution. As C.1. walked out of her bedroom, she

" 2 Identifying information has been removed. 'All witnesses will be identified in discovery.
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;)bserved the handgun Respondent had brandished on'a nearby ta'bl'e'.. She took it and placed it iﬁ
her'purse.. ‘ | |

| 11.  Butte County Sheriff Deputies arrived a few minutes later to the report -c->f‘-a o
disturbance and immediately observed an unspent round of ammunition on the ground. He asked

Respondent if firearms had been involved in the incident and Respondent stated that no firearms

had been involved. Neither Respondent nor the three women were able to explain how the

unspent round came to be on the ground. Respondeﬁt denied fhat it was his. C.1. gave the

_Deputy_the handg.un, a semi-automatic 9 m.m., she had put in her purse and expléined- that

A'Respondent had pointed the gun at the three women. The Deputy who received the handgun.

observed that it contained a loaded magazine and that a live round had been advanced into the

chamber. The Depﬁties interviewed and took statements from C.1.’s two friends. Both were

.'crying and shaken.

12, When being intérviewe‘d, C.1. informed the Deputy that she and Respondént had been | .

living in separaté residences for the past two weeks due to relationship problems. She told the |

‘Deputy that she was concerned about Respondent because he had made suicidal statements to her,

and she wé,s aware that he had other ﬁrearms in the residence.

13.  While one Depu;cy was interviewing C.1. about the events, another was standing with

Respondent away from the other witnesses. While standing aside with this Deputy, _Respondenf_

| began making statements about endii_rg his life, stating that he did not want to livé anymore.

Respondent stated that his life was not worth living if he had no one to share his love.

Respondent asked the Deputy if he would be shot if he reached for the Depu;cy’s gun. The Deputy|

“asked Respondent if he wanted to hurt himself or others and Respondent replied that he was only

passively suicidal, commenting that he “knew what not to say.” The Deputy asked Respondent -

‘how he planned to kill himself, and Respondent indicaféd that he intended to use sedatives and .

" carbon monoxide.

14, Based on Respondent’s statements, the Deputies placed him on an involuntary

‘psychiatric hold and transported him to the hospital. While condﬁcting a search incident to arrest,

“the Deputies obtained fifteen other firearms in Respondent’s residence. The firearms included
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|l three semi-automatic hand‘guns, an altered shotgun, and six illegai assault Weapons, including one

fully automatic machine gun.

15.  On or about October 26, 2016, in People v. Ronald Batin, Butte County Superior

'Court Case No. 16CF05070, the Butte County Dlstrict Attorney charged Respondent with one

'felony count of possessing a machine gun (Penal Code,sectron 32625(a)), four felony counts of

possessing assauilt weapons (Penal Code section 30605(a)), and three misdemeanor counts of -

brandishing a ﬁrearm (Penal Code section 417(a)(2)) On or about February 8, 2017 the

‘Criminal Complaint was amended to include an additional felony count for possessron ofa short-

¥

barreled shotgun (Penal Code section 33210).

16. Onor about J ulvy'S_ , 2017, Respondent nled'_'no contest to one cqunt each of felony -

'possession of a machine gun, an assault weapon, and a short barreled shotgun. Respondent

further pled no contest to One misdemeanor count of brandishing a firearm. On or about August.

-30 2017, Respondent was sentenced to three years of formal probation 90 days of county jail, -

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Conyiction- ofa Crime) «
17. Respondent’s license is subject to diSCipIinary action under section 2236 in that he.
was convicted of an offense substantialiy related to the practice of medicine
18. Paragraphs 8 through 16, above are incorporated as if set forth herein.
| SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

. (General Unprofessional Conduct)

19. Respondent’s license is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234 in that he

“committed acts constituting general unprofessional conduct.

20. Para-graphs 8 through. 16, above, are incorporated as if set forth herein.
e '
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THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE .
(Use of Alcohol in a l?'angerous Manner}

21, Respondent’s license is subject to disciplinary actio‘n under section 2239 in that he
used alcohol in a manner that was dangerous to himself or ethern

22, Paraglaphs 8 tlu ough 16, above, are lncorporated as if set forth herein.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complalnant requests that a hearing be held on the matters he1e1n alleged

and that followmg the hearmg, the Medical Board of Callfornla 1ssue a decigion: -
1 ~ Revoking or suspendlng Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certlﬁeate'Number G 77080,

issued to Ronald S. Batin, M.D.; " | _ ) |

2. . Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Ronald S Batin, MD’s authority to |
supervise physician assistants and advanced practice nurses; | - o |

3. Orderlng Ronald S. Batin, M.D., if placed on probatlon, to pay the Board the costs of
probatlon moriitoring; and '

4. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: April 16, 2018

Executlve Dir&ctor

Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affan ]
State of California ’
Complainant
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